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[Abstract:] In answer to letter of yesterday enclosing copy... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 30, 1886 


Sir: 


In answer to your letter of yesterday, enclosing copy of once from Mr. Joseph Wharton, I 
have to say that in view of the circumstance that the mint is compelled to keep separate its 
account of operations upon the several denominations of nickel coin for conversion into five-cent 
nickel pieces, it is not deemed expedient to put out of your hands any old coin-material. I think, 
therefore, you had better submit a proposal looking to the conversion into copper-nickel blanks 
of the cube nickel on hand, together with the old clippings. 


The quantity of nickel available, for conversion into blanks as above indicated would 
amount to some 62,500 pounds. 


The rate proposed by Mr. Wharton of over two and six tenths mills per piece for the work 
of conversion is regarded as to high, especially in view of the fact that the rate paid for the 
mechanical execution of copper planchets amounts to about 0.9 17/100 of a mill. It seems to me 
that a rate of one and one-half mills per piece is quite ample to cover a fair manufacturing profit 
on the re-melting and mechanical operations requisite for the work proposed. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox, 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia 


